Dear Friend:
We’re pleased to enclose the first Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew Kit.
The emphasis is on fun—but there are lots of opportunities for learning and many curriculum connections in these activities, too.
Most of the projects come with reproducibles for the kids to work on. Please
take a look through the kit so you’ll know what needs to be photocopied.
Our first activity—perfect for the start of a school year—is a getting-toknow-you project where your students introduce themselves to one
another.
Then you’ll find writing activities, perf o rmance games, several art pro jects designed to bring out the creativity in your students, and a mock
political campaign and election. You can tie these activities to reading
and language arts, social studies, visual arts, and cooperative learning.
The projects also underline the values in the KATIE KAZOO,
SWITCHEROO series: sharing, kindness, understanding others, friendship, and responsibility.
We hope you and your students have a great time with the books and
this kit. If you would like to receive future kits, please go to
www.katiekazoo.com and join the Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew.

Guide created by Clifford Wohl, Educational Consultant

Here are the things you will find in this kit. Please feel
free to copy the reproducibles and distribute to your class.
Curriculum Connections:
• Katie Kazoo – Getting to Know You
Interviewing Skills; Oral Presentations
• Three Cheers for Your Crew
Cooperative Learning
• Katie Kazoo Characters
Reading Skills: character studies
• Katie Kazoo Code
Reading Skills: following directions
• Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew Reporting
Language Arts: reading for details and writing
• Katie Kazoo Rocks with Reading
Reading Motivation; Critical Evaluation
• Classroom Crew Elections
Social Studies: civics
• You Are What You Eat
Health and Nutrition; Science
• Bookmark Templates (reproduce on oak tag)
Art
Reproducibles Enclosed:
• Letter from Katie to Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew
• Getting-to-Know-You Interview Note Paper
• Katie Kazoo Crew Impressions Sheet
• Katie Kazoo Secret Message Sheet
• Katie Kazoo Decoding Wheel (reproduce sheet on oak tag)
• THE 3A TIMES Newspaper Masthead
• Classroom Crew Election Ballot
• Bookmark Templates (reproduce on oak tag)
• My Food Diary
*Answer to Katie Kazoo’s secret message:
My secret is that I get into LOTS of trouble. But it all happens when the magic
wind turns me into someone else. I can’t tell my friends that, though. They’d never
believe me!

Letter from Katie
Hi, Everyone,
It’s me, Katie Carew. But you can call me Katie Kazoo. All of my best friends
do! And I have a feeling you and I are going to be really great friends—
especially now that you’re part of the Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew!
When you’re in the Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew, you have a whole lot
of fun! All year long you’re going to get games, puzzles, and other fun
activities to try with your friends. Sometimes you’ll even get cool Katie
Kazoo, Switcheroo presents for everyone in the class.
How cool is that?!
You never know what’s going to be in a Katie Kazoo Classroom Kit. They’re
all full of wonderful surprises.
And I definitely know a lot about surprises. My life is full of them! After all,
the magic wind is always surprising m e by showing up to turn me into
somebody else. Actually, every time the magic wind comes, something awful
happens. Then it’s up to me to make things right again. Good thing I always
have a lot of great ideas.
The Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew is one of my very best
ideas yet. So keep an eye out for the kits all year long. You
never know when a new one will show up in your classroom. It will be a big surprise. Sort of like the magic wind,
only better!
Have fun!
Your pal,

Katie Kazoo
REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Katie Kazoo
Getti ng-to-Know-You Interview
It’s hard to understand other people. Why do they act the way they do? There’s an old saying:
you can’t judge a person until you’ve walked a mile in his/her shoes. It tells us that the only
way to really understand people is to put yourself in their place and try to see the world
through their eyes.
Katie Kazoo sure knows the truth of that saying. In each book, the magic wind transforms her into
someone else. And once that change has happened, Katie understands that person so much better.
Like the time in Quiet on the Set!, when Rosie Moran, the most famous kid–actress in the whole world
comes to Cherrydale to make a movie. All of Katie’s friends can’t wait to meet her; until they
discover that Rosie is mean and cranky. Then the magic wind changes Katie into Rosie, and Katie
understands all the pressures and loneliness of Rosie’s job. It’s only then that Katie can really be
Rosie’s friend. Or the time in Friends for Never, when Katie and Suzanne’s best friendship is
at stake, until the magic wind turns Katie into Suzanne. Trying to walk down the fashion show ru nway in Suzanne’s high heels reveals a lot about Suzanne that Katie never understood before.
You may not have a magic wind to help you, but Katie would suggest that before you judge other
people, try to think the way they do.
Here’s a fun way that will help you get to know your classmates and encourage everyone to get
along. Each kid in the class should write her or his name on a slip of paper, fold the paper, and
put it into a bowl. Then, everyone takes turns picking names from the bowl. (If you pick your own
name, you have to return the slip to the bowl and choose again.)
Now, as a group, come up with a list of the things you want to know about the person you have
to introduce. Some ideas to get you started:
• Your full name (even your middle name that no one knows)
• Your birthday
• Your favorites: television show, movie, book, ice cream flavor,
candy treat, food, color, music group
• Your best subject at school
• The scariest thing you ever did
• Your pets
• Your sisters and brothers
• Sports, hobbies, instruments
• When you grow up, you’ll probably be _______________
• A big secret about yourself that you’re finally ready to tell
We’ve provided you with special note paper so you can record the information.
Once you’ve completed your interview, take some time to think about how best to introduce
your classmate. Each introduction should end with: “The most surprising thing I found out is
__________.” After all the introductions, everyone will know a little bit more about one another,
and maybe you’ll be able to see the world from inside one anothers’ shoes.

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Katie Kazoo Interview
1
2
3

Your full name (even your middle name that no one knows):

Your birthday:
Your favorites: television show, movie, book, ice cream flavor, candy treat,
food, color, music group:

4

Your best subject at school:

5

The scariest thing you ever did:

6

Your pets:

7

Your sisters and brothers:

8
9

Sports, hobbies, instruments:

When you grow up, you’ll probably be:

10

A big secret about yourself that you’re finally ready to tell:

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Three Cheers for Your Crew
No two Katie Kazoo Classroom Crews are exactly the same. That’s because
each crew gets its personality from each of you. Celebrate how unique your
group is:
• Give your crew a name. Replace the word “classroom” in Katie Kazoo
Classroom Crew with your own name for your club, such as Katie Kazoo
Starlight Crew.
• Create a logo for your crew.
• Make up a secret handshake or wink—some kind of greeting—that you use
only among the members of your crew.
• Brainstorm a slogan for your group.
• Make up a cheer for your crew.
• Create a poster—with your group’s name at the top, the logo in the center,
and its slogan at the bottom.
• Put photos or drawings of each of the members around it. Under each photo
write each person’s name and one short phrase or sentence about them. For
example, if Kevin was in your group, you might write: KEVIN CAMILLERI,
Tomato Man.
• You might even design Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew tee-shirts for all the
members of your crew to wear. (You know, if Suzanne was creating these,
there would be plenty of glitter!)
• Hang your crew poster in the corner of the classroom where you have your
meetings.

Go, Crew!

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Katie Kazoo Crew Impressions
Now, how about a game about the people in Cherrydale?
Here’s a list of names of some of the people in Katie’s town. Cut out the names, fold
the papers, and put them in a bowl. Take turns picking a name out of the bowl.
Don’t let anyone see who you picked. Then pantomime (play act without words or
sounds) how that person walks, gestures, smiles, behaves. Your fellow crew members
should have three chances to guess who you are.

KATIE KAZOO

SUZANNE LOCK

JEREMY FOX

GEORGE
BRENNAN

BECKY STERN

KEVIN
CAMILLERI

PEPPER

LOUIE,
The Pizza Maker

MRS. DERKMAN

MR. G

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Katie Kazoo Secret Message
It’s not like Katie to keep secrets—especially from her best friends Suzanne and
Jeremy. But there is one (very big!) thing Katie’s had to keep a secret from everyone.
When people have secrets, they sometimes write them down in a special code that
only they can decipher. Here’s Katie’s secret, written in a secret code. You’ll have to
make the special Katie Kazoo Decoding Wheel to read the message.
Here’s Katie’s message. Write your solution on the dotted lines. We’ve given you a
head start by solving one of the words.

Nb hvxivg rh gszg R tvg rmgl OLGH lu gilfyov. Yfg rg zoo
___ _______ ___ ____ __ ___ _____ _______ __ _______. ___ ___ ____

szkkvmh dsvm gsv nztrx drmw gfimh nv rmgl ilnvlmv vrhv. R
_________ _____ ___ magic ______ ______ __ _____ _______ _____. __

xzm’g gvoo nb uirvmwh gszg, gslfts. Gsvb’w mvevi yvorvev nv!
____’__ _____ ___ ________ _____, _____. ____’__ ______ _______ ___!

To read Katie’s message, line up the letter A in the outer wheel with the letter Z on
the inner wheel of the Katie Kazoo Decoding Wheel. The outside letters on the wheel
are the code letters. The inside letters on the wheel solve the secret message. When
you finish, check your solution with your teacher.
You can make your own code and secret messages by rotating the inner circle to line up with another letter.
Only the people who know what letter on the
outside wheel lines up with the letter A on
the inside wheel will be able to decode
your message.

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

The Katie Kazoo
Decoding Wheel
The Katie Kazoo Decoding Wheel has two parts: an inner wheel and an outer wheel. You will
need a paper fastener to connect the two parts. Carefully punch a small hole in the center
of each wheel, and connect them with a paper fastener. You are now ready to decode Katie’s
secret message. Remember to line up the outer letter A with the inner letter Z.

Inner Wheel
REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

The Katie Kazoo
Decoding Wheel

Outer Wheel
REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Katie Kazoo
Classroom Crew Reporting
Jeremy loves his job as editor of THE 3A TIMES. He likes assigning articles to his classmates.
If you were in Room 3A, Jeremy would assign stories to you, too. Here are four possibilities
based on events in the KATIE books. Pick one and write an article for the 3A newspaper.

Katie Carew Lost at
Pine Hill Science Camp
(Get Lost!)

Principal Announces
“No More Rules”
(I Hate Rules!)

Louie’s Pizza to Go Out of Business
(Any Way You Slice It)

Food Fight in the School Cafeteria
(Out to Lunch)
We’ve given you a blank page with THE 3A TIMES masthead at the top.
Write your article there.
Now, following the same format as the provided mast head,
write an article about something that really happened in
your classroom or community. If each one of you in the
Classroom Crew writes one article, you’ll have a whole paper to
print and distribute. This time it’s up to you to come up with a name
for your classroom’s newspaper.

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

THE 3A
Volume I

Number I

WRITE HEADLINE HERE

START STORY HERE

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Classroom Crew Elections
From September through early November, your newspapers and television news
programs are busy covering national and local elections. Your parents are probably
talking about elections, too. So let’s imagine an election in Cherrydale: an election
for YOUNG PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY.
The candidates are Suzanne Lock and Jeremy Fox.
Select one person from your crew to be Suzanne and another to be Jeremy. Each of
them should select a campaign manager. Then, let the campaigning begin!
Each candidate will need:
• A speech that explains her or his point of view on select school issues
• A catchy campaign jingle
• A list of promises designed to get them votes
Organize a debate. The candidates should begin with an opening statement. Then
each candidate should address questions from the audience—the rest of the members
of the Classroom Crew. (Your teacher can help you get this debate going.)
On Election Day, each classmate should get a ballot. Set up a shoebox for completed
ballot cards on the teacher’s desk. Four people should count the votes. To give
everyone a chance to run, you can hold multiple elections with different classmates
playing the roles of Suzanne and Jeremy.

CHERRYDALE
YOUNG PRINCIPAL-FOR-A-DAY BALLOT
Cast your vote by marking this ballot and placing it in the ballot box.

Suzanne

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Jeremy

Katie Kazoo Bookmarks
When Katie Kazoo has a switcheroo, she’s never quite sure where she is at first. And
Katie doesn’t want that to happen to you—especially when you’re reading. Katie’s
given you four bookmarks so you’ll always know where you are!
Pick your favorite character—Katie Carew, George Brennan, Suzanne Lock, or
J e remy Fox—and make yourself a bookmark. You can write in your name in the
space provided, color it in, and thread wool, ribbons, or string with beads thro u g h
holes you punch out in the places marked at the top of each bookmark.
Now you’ll never lose your place, so…keep on reading!

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew
You Are What You Eat
We all know that food is a big subject in the KATIE KAZOO, SWITCHEROO books. In
fact, food is practically the whole cause of the ruckus in Out to Lunch. Lucille, the lunch
lady, complains to Mr. Kane about the meals she serves in the school cafeteria: “I
wouldn’t call it ‘perfectly good food.’ It’s terrible food. We need to give those kids fresh
fruits and vegetables, and there needs to be more choices on the menu. I can understand why the kids treated the food like garbage. It is garbage.”
Later, Katie tells Suzanne: “The food is really gross. We should have healthier stuff to eat.”
Your Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew can mount a campaign to get your friends eating healthy
foods. That way, even when you add a few extra sweets, your body will have the nutrition
it needs.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has come up with a new food pyramid to help you find
the amount and types of foods you should eat for a healthier diet. Go to the website:
http://www.mypyramid.gov. Under your teacher’s supervision, enter your age, sex, and the
amount of additional exercise you do every day in the proper fields and you’ll get a chart
of the daily recommended amounts of food to eat from each food group. You’ll notice that
the sections of the pyramid are different sizes. Which food groups are the healthiest? Which
food group should you try to cut down on? Print out the chart and talk about it with your
parents. (There is even a chart for moms and dads, so perhaps your whole family can eat
for a healthier life.)
Now that you know what you ought to be eating, take a look at what you are eating each
day. You’ll find that most packaged foods list the amounts of fat, carbohydrates (including
sugar), and protein per serving, and the calories from each. Another important item listed
is the amount of salt (sodium).
The MY FOOD DIARY page will help you keep a record of just what you’re eating. Read the
food labels to fill in the diary provided. We’ve included a sample entry in the diary. Make
as many copies as you need for each day in the week or month that you will be logging in
your food intake.
After three or four days, with your teacher or parents, take a look at how you’re doing. If
you’re not eating enough fruits, add more on a daily basis. If you’re too heavy on meat, cut
back a little. Take special notice of the foods that are advertised as healthy. There ’s a lot
of junk food parading around as “good for you.” And, do you really want to eat that
super-sized portion of French fries? Your new awareness of healthy eating will help you
resist. And Katie would want you to take good care of yourself.

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Katie Kazoo Classroom Crew
My Food Diary
My Name:
Week of:

Time

10:30 am
(snack)

REPRODUCIBLE ACTIVITY

Day of the Week:

Food

Amount

Food Group

Calories
(if known)

whole milk

8 oz.

dairy

110

sandwich cookie

2

carbohydrate
and fat

106

